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The Ministry of Agriculture, Inigotion ond Woter Development in lioison

with the Minislry of Heolth would like to inform the generol public
obout on immineni threot of the deodly diseose "Aviqn Influenzo",
commonly known os Bird Flu, ond the implicotions. This follows o recent
outbreok of Bird Flu in some ports of Africo, nomely Comeroon, Egypi
ond Ugondo thot hos killed thousonds of wild birds os well qs domestic
poultry.

Avion lnfluenzo is o virol diseose of poultry which hos spreod,through
mony countries of the world in recent yeors cousing mossive losses in

poultry flocks. Severol subtypes of ovion influenzo viruses con
occosionolly infect humons cousing sickness ond deoth.

In view of these humon heolth implicotions, the World Heolth
Orgonisoiion (WHO) is collqboroting with the World Orgonisotion for
Animql Heollh (OlE), ond the Food ond Agriculture Orgonizotion (FAO)

to trock ond qssess the risk of public heollh concerns from influenzo
viruses.

Cognisont of ihe increosed threqt, ond potentiol risk foctors such os

geogrophicol proximity of Ugondo 1o Molowi, border porosity, ond
movemeni of onimols ond onimol products, the Ministry of Agriculture,
Inigotion ond Woter Development is closely monitoring ihe
developments of this deodly diseose. In porticulor, it is monitoring
reports o.n ihe globol situotion with respect to ihe diseose trend ond
the stotus in olher countries within the region.

The Notionol technicql committee on ovion influenzo recently
convened qn emergency meeting of stokeholders from ihe key
sectors nomely livestock, heolth, wildlife ond informotion. Among other
issues, the committee resolved to reqctivote iis key octivities including



reviewing ond operotionolising the noiionol preporedness/response
fromework which wos prepored in 2009. The exisling preporedness
fromework seis out lhe requiremenls for eorly deiection ond response
including communicoiion in the event of on iniroduclion of the
diseose into Molowi. In the event of qn emergency ouibreok, the
fromework provide for:

. Ooerotion ond roles of on Avion Influenzo Tosk Force;

. identificotion of resource requirements;

. implementotion of emergency preporedness ond contingency
plons;

o cor-nfi'lUflicotion stroiegy;
. esioblishment of response teqms ond protocols;

r Resource mobilisotion for surveillonce, ropid diognosis, ond
response.

The Ministry of Agriculture, lrrigoiion ond Wqter development ond the
Minisiry of Heolth would like to ossure oll Molowions lhot they ore
doing oll they con to proteci the notion from rovoges of ony Avion
Influenzo outbreok in the counlry, be it through losses of livestock or
risks io humon heollh.

The two Minisiries will olso ensure thot ihe generol public is regulorly
updoted on the stoius of this deodly diseose.

For more informotion pleose contoct Dr Potrick Chikungwo
t088371 509/0999449731 ) or Mr Adrion Chikumbe (0888952251 ).
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